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CHAPTER LXXVII
THE HARVEST OF WAR
1919-1922
§ 337. the peace treaties.—During the first half of 1919 the
most remarkable Peace Conference in world history was held in
Paris. The Germans had agreed to the armistice on the under-
standing that the general basis of the settlement was to be the
famous " Fourteen Points " in which President Wilson had set
forth the war aims of the Allies (N242). These " Points " were
open to very varied interpretations—it was only with great diffi-
culty that the Allies themselves could be brought to an agreement
as to what they really implied ; but so complete had been the
defeat and demoralisation of the Central Powers that they could
not in any case renew the conflict, and were therefore compelled
to accept the terms laid down by the victors. They were not
even allowed to discuss them—the Allied Powers merely sum-
moned their representatives to hear the decisions to be imposed
upon them.
Thirty-seven Governments were represented at the Confer-
ence ; but the real issues were settled at private meetings by the
" Big Four "—President Wilson, M. Clemenceau, Mr. Lloyd
George, and Signer Orlando. There were acute differences of
opinion over some of the problems before them—as to the
conflicting claims of Italy and Serbia to the eastern coast of the
Adriatic, for instance. And throughout the discussions the
great hindrance to a wise settlement was the fact that the states-
men were dependent for power on democracies whose patriotism
had been fanned to fever heat by war passions.
President Wilson had immense prestige in Europe owing
partly to his lofty utterances on democracy, and partly to the
fact that he controlled the vast resources of the United States,
which were much less impaired by the war than those of the
Allies. He was therefore able to get his way when he insisted

